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would include all the ground that Thorpe
covered in his triumphant dash through
an entire team." Thorpe went on to an
equally brilliant professional career.
But don't feel too badly for Army
either. Earl "Red" Blaik coached his share
of Army powerhOUSes. And he was a
disciplinarian. The story's still told
What is small college football?Small college football was clearlydefined by the NCAA in 1973 with
the establishment of NCAA Division III.
Colleges in NCAA Division III are not
allowed to give athletic scholarships and
must schedule and play more than 50 per
cent of their football games against other
Division III members.
However, small college football in New
England and rivalries among nearby
colleges started many years before the
NCAA established divisions in college
footbalL Amherst and Williams for
example have been playing each other
since 1884, In 1885, Trinity and Wesleyan
started their rivalry on the gridiron. Up to
1987, the Connecticut small college rivals
have opposed each other in 87 football
contests. The Trinity Bantams won the
national small college title in 1911, 1934
and 1949,
Wesleyan University's greatest girdiron
period was from 1945 to 1948 when
Coach Norm Daniels' teams won rwenty-
five consecutive games. In 1%9 Coach
Don Russell's Wesleyan team had an 8-0
record and shared the Lambert Cup with
Delaware. The Lambert Cup is presented
to the outstanding small college football
about how Army during one contest was
decimating its opponent in every phase of
the game. Blaik sent in his third string
with orders to take it easy and not
humiliate the opponent. Even so, a cadet
gathered in a fumble and raced unopposed
for the goal line. Suddenly, remembering
Blaik's orders, the cadet stopped and
team in the East.
In 1893 the Maine Series was started.
The Maine or State series consisted of
Bates, Bowdoin, Colby and the University
of Maine. In 1%4, the University of
Maine dropped out of the series. Although
the remaining three schools are not an
official conference, the location of the
schools has created a fierce intra-state
rivalry. In 1946, Bates College had an
undefeated team coached by Raymond
"Ducky" Pond, the ex-Yale athlete and
coach, and traveled to Toledo, Ohio, to
play in the Glass Bowl. Bates lost to the
University of Toledo, 21-12.
In 1910, anOther unofficial league was
started. The league was called the Little
Three and consisted of Amherst, Williams
and Wesleyan. Through the years there
have been some great battles berween
these small college rivals. The Little Three
proves that you can have more than two
to make a good rivalry.
The Norwich-Middlebury College
football rivalry started in 1893. The teams
have met 93 times. The Norwich Cadets
and the Middlebury Panthers are the only
colleges in Vermont playing football, thus
the game draws a great deal of media and
fan attention. In 1980, ABC televised the
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carefully placed the ball on the one yard
line.
Football, in its early years, holds so
many memories of great Eastern teams,
their players like "Ducky" Pond of Yale
and "Swede" Oberlander of Dartmouth
who single-handedly wrecked the until
then undefeated 1925 Cornell eleven.
New England Small College
Players Who Participated in
National Professional Football
League:
Jack Maitland - Running Back - Williams
College, Baltimore Colts; Curtis Perry
Defensive Back - Williams College,
Cincinnati Bengals; Gene Fuget - Tight
End -Amherst College, Dallas Cowboys;
Doug Swift - Linebacker - Amherst
College, Miami Dolphins; Fred Scott -
Flanker -Amherst College, Baltimore
Colts; Sean Clancy - Linebacker -
Amherst College, Miami Dolphins;
Mark Buben - Defensive Tackle
- Tufts University, New England Patriots;
Roger LeClerc - Linebacker, Kicker -
Trinity College, Chicago Bears; Milt
Kobroski - Running Back - Trinity
College, New York Giants; Joe Shields -
Quarterback - Trinity College, Green Bay
Packers
New England Small College
All-Americans
John Hubbard, Back - Amherst, 1905; Ben
Boynton, Back - Williams, 1917-1919
Little All-Americans (selection started in
1934)
AMHERST
Adrian Hasse, End, 1942; Richard




It's a game; it's fun. And I like to think
that what it's all about is how the Times
reporter summed up a 1907 Yale defeat at
the hands of Princeton. "Each and every
[Yale player] left the field feeling no
disgrace in such a defeat, for Yale had
proved herself made of the sternest scuff,
had produced an eleven that every
American can be proud of as an example
of the highest type of young manhood,
which in the face of every discouragement
refuses to accept defeat while there is
strength to fight, and by pure merit won
over every obstacle, when experienced
football men saw no chance of the Blue
gaining viaory."
Of course, if you don't like high
sentiments about football, there's always
the coach who said to his players "OK
guys, line up alphabetically according to
height." _
CHARLES ANGELL, Professor of English
PETER MAZZAFERRO,
Associate Professor of Physical 'Edt«:ation
championship game between the two
first-place finishers is scheduled for
November.
Perhaps the highlight of the New
England FootbaU Conference was in the
1985 season when Little All-American
running back Joe Dudek of Plymouth
State broke Walter Payron's NCAA all-
time touchdown record with 79
touchdowns. Plymouth State and Western
Conneaicut State were co-champions of
the conference. Plymouth played in the
ECAC playoffs, and Western Connecticut
earned a berth in the NCAA tournament.
One of the traditional rivalries which has
developed in the
conference is the









oe __. r- Stale in formed in 1965
198.S """-when the New England Small College
AtWetic Conference was created. This
conference is run by the college presidents.
The coaches in this conference are not
allowed to go on the road recruiting and
the teams are not allowed to participate in
NCAA tournaments. The members are
Tufts, Williams, Trinity, Wesleyan,
Amherst, Hamilton, Middlebury,
Bowdoin, Bates, and Colby.
Small college football continues to grow
in New England with many new teams
joining the NCAA division III such as
Warcester State and Fitchburg State. But
the old traditional rivalries between
Amherst-Williams, Trinity-Wesleyan,
Norwich-Middlebury continue to flourish
proving that college football can blend the
old with the n~ •
39-8 Middlebury win. Since 1979, the
game has been played for the Wadsworth
Trophy. The trophy is named for a
former Norwich Vice President and
Commandant of Cadets, Colonel John B.
Wadsworth, Jr.
In 1919 New England started its own
Army-Navy series when the cadets of
Norwich faced the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy. They have opposed each other
fifty-one times on the gridiron-series
record-eGA 27, NU 23, Ties-I. This
contest is played for a prize called "The












1959. Otto's 1963 '..
team went undefeated HIisma.. Ii
and went to the Tangerine
Bowl. The Bears were defeated in their
own bowl appearance by the Western
Kentueky Hillroppers, 27-0.
In 1960, several small college's started
football and were having difficulty finding
a schedule. Athletic Directors, Hal
Chalmers of Nichols College, Ed Swenson
of Bridgewater State College and Dave
Wiggins of Maine Maritime got together
and organized the New England Football
Conference. By 1987, the Conference has
grown to twelve teams. The members are
Curry College, Bridgewater State,
Framingham State, Nichols College,
Massachusetts Maritime Academy,
Worcester State, Westfield State, Western
New England College, Maine Maritime
Academy, Fitchburg, Plymouth State and
the University of Lowell. The twelve
teams have been organized into two
divisions, North and South, and a
NORWICH
Milt Williams, Running Back, 1979; Beau
Almodobar, Wide Receiver, 1984
NICHOLS
Ed Zywien, Linebacker, 1981
PLYMOUTH STATE
Robert Gibson, Defensive Back, 1974; Mark
Barrows, Linebacker, 1981; Joe Dudek,
Running Back, 1983, 1984
BOWDOIN
Steve McCabe, Offensive Lineman, 1977
TUFTS
William Grinnell, End, 1934; Tim
Whelan, Running Back, 1976; Mark
Buban, Defensive Line, 1978; Chris
Connors, Quarterback, 1979; Mike Brown,
Offensive Line 1980
WESLEYAN
Bert Vanderclute, Guard, 1946; Jack Geary,
Tackle, 1948; Bert Hellar, Center, 1972,
1973; John McVicar, Defensive Line, 1976,
1977
WILLIAMS
Charles Salmon, Defensive Guard, 1946;
Jack Maitland, Halfback, 1969; John
Chandler, Linebacker, 1974; Greg
McAleenan, Defensive Back, 1978
TRINITY
Micky Kobrosky, Back, 1935, 1936; Charlie
Sticka, Back, 1955; Roger leClerc, Center,
1959; David Kiarsis, Back, 1970; Pat
McNamara, Flanker, 1978
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